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The Free School Outline contains the building blocks for the application that Free School proposers will submit to the Department for Education. 

This is not an application form to set up a Free School; it has been designed to enable Free School proposers to clarify their vision, core team and evidence of demand in preparation for completing the Department for Education’s application form. 

This form contains the first questions to consider as you put your application together – if you cannot complete all the sections below you will not be able to complete the official Department for Education application. Your Free School Outline will enable the New Schools Network team to provide tailored support for your particular proposal. 

Part 1

Basic Details:

Name:  

Contact email: 

Contact telephone: 

Local Authority:  

Status:

Are you an existing independent school? If so please provide your URN and attach your most recent Ofsted report:

If not, what is the nature of your group?
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If other, please specify: 

What is the age range of your proposed school? 
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If other, please specify:

What are the proposed pupil numbers and growth plan for the Free School?

	
	Year of Operation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	School Year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reception
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Motivations and vision for the Free School
Please describe your motivations for starting a new school. 

What is the argument for your school? For example, is there no local school, or will there soon not be? Are you worried about the quality and kind of education on offer in your local area? Is there a shortage of places in your local area – are local schools oversubscribed?

Please describe your vision for the proposed Free School.
The ethos (e.g. faith) of your school and what will make your school distinctive.

Please describe your admissions criteria.
Particularly oversubscription criteria, with reference to the Admissions Code.

Outline the curriculum on offer.

Describe the qualifications on offer to pupils. 
Key Stage 2 SATS, GCSEs, A Levels, or other (please specify).

Describe your plan for supporting pupils with SEN

Demonstrating capacity and capability

How will the school achieve its aims and how you will assess how pupils are progressing against those aims? Essentially – what will success look like and how will know when you get there?

Please describe your proposed school model. You must be clear about whether the group working on the proposal wish to have a role in the set up and running of the school, and if so the time they would be willing to commit, and the experience they can bring to these roles.  

The Department for Education has stipulated that proposing groups have education and financial expertise. Please ensure you explain how this is represented within your group. You must set out details of the steering group behind this proposal – their experience and expertise, and the roles of these individuals in the set up and running of the school.

Demonstrating demand

Evidence of demand is a crucial part of your Free School proposal. Please outline the evidence you have collected.

i. Question(s) asked to parents – what have they provisionally committed to? 
It must be clear that the interest is for your particular school rather than just a new school in the area.

ii. How many children does this parental support represent? What are their year groups? 
You should be able to demonstrate that you have at least 50% of your first 2 years intake.

Please detail any other relevant and supportive data showing for example shortages of places, rising birth rates, poor local standards etc. 
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